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 Brain tumor classification from MRI images remains a challenging task due to 
the complex structure and visual similarity among tumor types. Many existing 
deep learning models achieve high training accuracy but often suffer from 
limited generalization on small medical datasets. The VGG19 convolutional 
neural network for feature extraction and a Support Vector Machine (SVM) 
classifier with a Radial Basis Function (RBF) kernel are integrated in this 
study's hybrid deep learning architecture to close this gap. The rationale behind 
this combination is that VGG19 efficiently captures deep hierarchical image 
features, while SVM-RBF enhances nonlinear decision boundaries and 
improves robustness against overfitting. The suggested models were trained 
and verified using a publicly available brain MRI dataset from Kaggle, which 
consisted of 7023 contrast-enhanced pictures divided into four classes: glioma, 
meningioma, pituitary tumor, or no tumor. To guarantee a fair assessment, the 
data were split into subgroups for testing, validation, and training. According 
to experimental findings, the VGG19-SVM (RBF) model attained 96.2% 
validation and 97.8% testing accuracy, whereas the VGG19-Softmax model 
earned 99% training accuracy and 98.4% validation accuracy. The novelty of 
this work lies in providing a controlled and systematic comparison between 
two classification pipelines—VGG19 with Softmax and VGG19 with SVM 
(RBF)—under identical preprocessing, augmentation, and evaluation settings. 
Unlike prior studies that report single-model performance, this study analyzes 
stability, misclassification patterns, and class-wise behavior in a unified 
experimental framework, offering deeper insight into the conditions under 
which each model performs best. Images are immediately compressed by the 
system using AWS Lambda, S3, IAM, CloudWatch, and Docker. Strong 
stability and steady convergence over time were demonstrated by both models. 
Comparative analysis confirms that the proposed hybrid architecture provides 
competitive performance with improved class separation, highlighting its 
potential for reliable and automated brain tumor diagnosis in clinical settings. 
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1. Introduction 
Brain tumors are a serious medical issue caused by cells growing uncontrollably in or around the 

brain. Because the brain is in a tight space inside the skull, this growth can press on important areas 
and affect how the brain works. These tumors can be either non-cancerous or cancerous, but both 
types can put pressure on the brain and cause problems with thinking, sensing, and moving [1]‒[3]. 
Despite advancements in surgical and therapeutic approaches, accurate and timely diagnosis continues 
to be a key factor in determining patient outcomes. For the diagnosis of brain tumors, magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) has emerged as the gold standard, as it offers detailed visualization of tumor 
structure, blood supply, and surrounding tissue issues, aiding physicians in treatment planning. 
However, Reliable automated methods are necessary since manual MRI scan interpretation is 
laborious, subjective, and causes observer variability. In order to compress images as soon as they are 
uploaded, this study introduces a serverless image compression system that uses Amazon Web 
Services (AWS), combining AWS Lambda, S3, IAM, CloudWatch, and Docker. The system 
concentrates on tumors of the brain and central nervous system (CNS). Lung and breast cancers are 
the most common, accounting for 12.4% and 11.5% of all cases, respectively, followed by colorectal 
(9.6%) and prostate (7.3%) cancers. Brain and CNS tumors, though representing only 1.6% of total 
cases, have a disproportionately severe clinical impact due to their critical location and complex 
treatment needs. These findings highlight the ongoing necessity for advanced diagnostic tools and 
automated systems to improve patient outcomes and early diagnosis. Fig. 1 shows how many new 
cancer cases happen in different parts of the body around the world, with the percentage of each type 
of cancer compared to others. 

 
Fig. 1. Global Cancer Incidence Distribution according to (GLOBOCAN 2022) 

Artificial intelligence (AI) [4] and machine learning (ML) [5], [6] have become powerful tools 
in analyzing medical images, allowing for quick and consistent detection and outlining of tumors [7]‒
[9]. Deep learning (DL) [10]‒[13], Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) in particular have 
demonstrated a remarkable capacity to learn discriminative and hierarchical features from MRI data 
without the requirement for manually created features. However, overfitting and lack of generalization 
continue to be recurrent problems with current deep learning architectures when they are applied to 
small or heterogeneous medical datasets. Thus, frameworks that can preserve model robustness across 
a variety of MRI images while maintaining high diagnostic accuracy are required from a clinical and 
computational standpoint. 

The Visual Geometry Group at Oxford University created the VGG19 architecture, a well-known 
CNN model [14] that has shown remarkable performance in a variety of computer vision tasks because 
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of its deep layered structure can extract complex spatial characteristics [15]‒[17]. Transfer learning 
techniques further enhance its utility by allowing pretrained weights from large datasets such as 
ImageNet to be fine-tuned for medical imaging applications. Even though VGG19's SoftMax 
classifier works well on large-scale tasks, it might not be the best at handling tiny sample sets or non-
linear class boundaries, which are common in medical data. The current study suggests VGG19 and 
a Support Vector Machine (SVM) classifier using a Radial Basis Function (RBF) kernel are combined 
in this hybrid deep learning architecture. for deep feature extraction to overcome these constraints 
[18]. For multiclass brain tumor identification from MRI scans, this integration seeks to increase 
classification accuracy, improve generalization, and give a more solid decision border. The suggested 
study contributes to a balanced approach to automated brain tumor classification by bridging the gap 
between clinical diagnostic requirements and computational efficiency. 

While VGG19 or CNN features paired with SVM classifiers have been used in several earlier 
research studies for brain tumor classification [19]‒[21], These studies usually assess a single pipeline 
and do not have a cohesive experimental setting for direct comparison. In contrast, this study adopts 
a standardized preprocessing and augmentation strategy and evaluates both VGG19-Softmax and 
VGG19-SVM under identical conditions. This enables a more rigorous assessment of classifier 
behavior, stability, and class-specific performance, thereby addressing a gap in prior literature. 

1.1. Related Work 

In this section, we discuss previous work on the use of VGG 19 and VGG 19-SVM in detecting 
brain tumors. Artificial intelligence is the field that focuses on building robots that can learn on their 
own without assistance from humans. Machine learning has made it possible to create machines that 
think and learn from experiences, similarly to people. Convolutional neural networks, particularly 
artificial neural networks, a subset of deep learning techniques, are inspired by the natural visual 
perception mechanism of living organisms. CNNs are multilayered neural networks stacked. Gu et al. 
(2018) [22] indicated that the three primary types of layers are fully connected, pooling, and 
convolutional. The width, height, and depth of the input image are the input parameters. The input 
layer is the initial layer of any CNN model. The number of filters, filter window size, stride, padding, 
and activation are the parameters of convolutional layers, which are defined right after the input layer. 
Convolutional layers extract meaningful feature maps for the input location are extracted using 
convolutional layers by the weighted total is calculated. The output is then created by adding bias after 
each feature map has been run through an activation function (Kunhoth et al., 2019; Szegedy et al., 
2016) [23], [24].  

Nielsen (2015) [25] stated that the activation function approach usually uses the rectified linear 
unit (ReLU) activation. Pooling layers reduce the size of the output from the convolutional layers. 
When the number of filters in the convolutional layer increases along with the model's size, the output 
dimensionality furthermore rises at an exponential rate, making it challenging for computers to 
manage. Pooling layers simplify processing and sometimes reduce noise. There are various types of 
pooling layers, including maximum pooling, average pooling, global average pooling, and spatial 
pooling. A max pooling layer is the most widely used pooling layer (Sarigül et al., 2019) [26]. 

Fakhrou et al., (2021) [27] showed that the output is flattened and fed into a fully linked layer to 
form a single-array feature vector. Finally, a classification layer is defined using activation functions 
such as sigmoid, softmax, and tanh. The classification layer creates class scores by combining the 
retrieved data and determining the number of classes. To standardize learning and reduce training 
time, batch normalization layers are either placed after the input layer or after the activation layers. 
Additionally, the loss function is a crucial factor (Ioffe & Szegedy, 2015) [28]. Additionally, the loss 
function is a crucial factor. The learning process is improved by returning the loss to the CNN model 
at the end of each epoch (Zhao et al., 2015) [29]. 

Small datasets rarely benefit from deep convolutional neural networks because of the risk of 
overfitting inherent in these models. Shu, M. (2019) [30] applied a modified deep neural network to a 
small dataset that we offer. The research also addresses the implications of our results. CNN is the 
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classifier in our method, which uses the VGG16 architecture. Sowrirajan et al. (2023) [31] tested the 
performance of their suggested approach on the VGG16 dataset and calculated its F-score, accuracy, 
and recall to evaluate its efficacy, obtaining 97.90% classification accuracy for a BT by using the 
discrete cosine transform technique and k-means to split the dataset, transfer learning to extract 
features, and ELM to classify tumors. 

One of the most well-known deep networks in computer vision, the VGG19 network, was created 
alongside the VGG16 network. The Visual Geometry Group at Oxford University created it. Three 
fully connected layers and sixteen convolutional layers make up the network's 19 layers. It can extract 
complicated and delicate characteristics from photos because of its small-scale (3x3) filters with 
increasing depth. The fundamental tenet of VGG19 is that the model's capacity to identify visual 
patterns is enhanced by increasing the depth and number of layers. In terms of computing, it's not the 
lightest network, but it is extensively employed as a feature extractor or as a backbone model in 
numerous medical applications, including the detection of brain tumors from magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI), where it helps with image analysis and the extraction of distinguishing features that 
support an automated and precise diagnosis process (Simonyan & Zisserman, 2014) [32]. 

Sajjad et al. (2019) [15] employed two streams—a 7x7 field for local feature extraction and a 
13x13 field for global feature extraction—to segment the tumor using input Cascade CNN. He used 
rotation, skewness, flipping, and shearing for major data augmentation, VGG19 for cancer grade 
classification, and a transfer learning method for pattern recognition. Latif et al. (2022) [19] used a 
17-layer CNN to extract features before categorizing tumors using a variety of machine learning 
classifiers, such as SVM, MLP, NB, and RF; SVM produced the best classification results. Senan et 
al. (2022) [20] employed AlexNet, ResNet18, AlexNet with SVM, and ResNet18 with SVM models 
to classify the tumour grade after applying min–max normalization before feature extraction. 

Vadhnani & Singh (2022) [33] used principal component analysis to reduce the extracted 
features, the discrete wavelet transform algorithm for feature extraction and Otsu thresholding for 
tumor segmentation, and SVM for classifying tumor types. Bodapati et al. (2022) [34] employed a 
median filter on the segmented tumor data after initially segmenting the tumours from MR images 
using k-means clustering, and then upgraded SVM to classify BT. Rajinikanth et al. (2020) [21] 
identified BT using multiple classifiers, such as VGG19, linear SVM, and kernel SVM, after 
customizing the pre-trained VGG19 model using serially fused deep features and handcrafted features. 
Çınar et al. (2022) [35] applied rotation, shifting, and scaling techniques to supplement the data. 
Following the augmentation, they used number of DL models for tumor classification in addition to 
transfer learning for feature extraction from MR images and VGG19. 

1.2. Contributions of Current Work 

This study introduces a hybrid deep learning framework, referred to as VGG–SVM, designed for 
efficient and accurate brain tumor (BT) classification from MRI images. While previous studies have 
utilized Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and Support Vector Machines (SVMs) 
independently, the present work explores their integration to exploit the complementary strengths of 
both methods. The robust nonlinear decision boundary of SVM (RBF kernel) is paired with the deep 
hierarchical feature extraction capacity of VGG19 to improve classification reliability and reduce 
overfitting on sparse medical data. The following is a summary of this study's primary contributions: 

1) To extract deep features from MRI brain tumor images, we use a pre-trained VGG19 architecture 
that has been fine-tuned to capture discriminative spatial and textural representations pertinent to 
tumor kinds. 

2) Using a Soft-Margin RBF kernel, the retrieved high-level features are flattened and fed into a 
nonlinear SVM classifier, improving model generalization and allowing for better distinction 
across overlapping tumor types. 

3) The suggested hybrid VGG–SVM model outperforms traditional CNN–Softmax frameworks 
with a peak accuracy of 97.6%, according to a thorough experimental evaluation. A comparison 
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analysis with comparable studies confirms the stability and robustness of the suggested strategy 
across several trials, providing additional support for the results. 

This study postulates that, in comparison to standalone CNN classifiers, combining deep 
hierarchical feature representations from VGG19 with the kernel-based discrimination capability of 
SVM (RBF) can result in statistically significant improvements in classification accuracy and 
generalization performance. The main experimental goal of the current effort is to test this idea. 

2. Materials and Methods 
Several standard and customized Deep Learning Architectures (DLAs) have been proposed in 

the literature to detect anomalies in medical images [36]‒[38]. A novel architecture's development, 
training, testing, and validation frequently call for a significant amount of computational work and 
meticulous parameter optimization. To solve particular issues with disease detection, the majority of 
recent research has modified already-existing, verified DLAs. Prior understanding of an architecture's 
structure, implementation complexity, tuning techniques, and validation protocols is also necessary 
for choosing the right one [36], [37], [39]. The three main stages of the framework are shown in Fig. 
2: feature extraction using a deep learning model, classification, and pre-processing of the data 
collection. 

We used a transfer learning strategy in this study with the VGG19 model as the primary feature 
extractor to classify brain tumors from MRI images, three primary steps make up the suggested 
framework, which is depicted in Fig. 2: (1) data preprocessing and augmentation; (2) deep feature 
extraction using the VGG19 network; and (3) classification using a Support Vector Machine (SVM) 
with a Radial Basis Function (RBF) kernel. This combination increases classification accuracy and 
decreases overfitting by utilizing the SVM's capacity to create nonlinear decision boundaries and the 
VGG19's capacity to extract rich spatial features. 

 

Fig. 2. Stages of the used methodology [40] 

TensorFlow and Keras libraries were used to run the experiments in Kaggle with the following 
configuration: batch size = 32, learning rate = 1 × 10⁻3, optimizer = Adamax, and dropout = 0.25–
0.30. To avoid overtraining, early halting was used with a patience of seven epochs. An NVIDIA 
Tesla P100 GPU and 16 GB of RAM powered the machine. The procedures for detecting and 
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classifying the brain tumors are depicted in Fig. 3, which begin with input MRI images and end with 
tumour classification using the two classifiers, Softmax and SVM. 

 
(a) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(b) 

Fig. 3. Procedures for brain tumor classification using: (a) VGG19-softmax; (b) VGG19-SVM 

2.1. Collected Dataset 

The dataset used in this study was obtained from MRI images from Kaggle website [41], which 
included 7023 MRI images of four different types of brain tumors: glioma, meningioma, pituitary, 
and no tumor. Fig. 4 and Fig. 5 depict the distribution of images across categories during the training 
and testing periods, respectively. Whereas Fig. 6 displays representative MRI images from the dataset. 

All images were normalized (rescaled to [0, 1]) and resized to 224 × 224 pixels before to training 
in order to conform to VGG19's input format. Data augmentation techniques like rotation (±20°), 
width/height shifting (10%), zooming (up to 20%), horizontal flipping, and brightness modulation 
(0.8–1.2) were used to further expand the dataset, which was almost balanced between the four classes. 

The augmented dataset was divided into 80% training and 20% testing subsets, ensuring stratified 
sampling for all tumor categories. Although cross-validation was not applied, the validation set was 
used to monitor model generalization during training and to fine-tune hyperparameters. 
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All architectural figures were created and adapted from the original VGG19 model proposed by 
Simonyan and Zisserman (2014) [32], with modifications to reflect the hybrid integration framework 
applied in this study. 

 
Fig. 4. Number of images for each category at the training stage 

 
Fig. 5. Number of images for each category in the testing stage 

2.2. VGG Network-Softmax Model 

This network is shown in Fig. 7. The design uses a fixed-size 224 × 224 × 3 image as its input. 
A stack of convolutional layers is applied to the image, with each filter being 3 × 3 with stride one 
and identical padding. Max-pooling, which is carried out over a 2 × 2-pixel window with stride 1, 
comes after some of the convolutional layers. Following convolutional layers are three fully connected 
layers: a soft-max layer with 1000 channels comes after the first two, each of which has 4096 channels 
that are VGG16 [32]. Although it performs nearly as well as VGG16, VGG19 is an even deeper 
version of the VGG network. This network's primary drawback is the sheer volume of parameters 
(around 138 million). In the suggested model Convolutional layers and max pooling layers that were 
previously trained on the ImageNet database were used to extract unique features from brain tumor 
images, which is built on the VGG19 architecture as a base network. Deep and effective 
representations of images, including edges, features, and intricate patterns, can be extracted by these 
layers. To adjust the model to the current classification job (four kinds of brain tumors: meningioma, 
glioma, pituitary tumor, and non-tumor), a few custom layers were then added. Among these is 
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Maxpooling, which reduces data size while maintaining the most crucial information by converting 
3D feature maps (7×7×512) to a 1D vector (512). Data should be flattened before being entered into 
dense layers. A fully linked layer that learns high-level patterns unique to the classification task is 
added using Dense (256, ReLU). The purpose of dropout (0.25) is to enhance generalization and lessen 
the possibility of overfitting. Images are categorized into four primary classes using the Dense (4, 
Softmax) output layer. The model can diagnose brain tumors more accurately while lowering the 
possibility of mis generalization by combining the power of VGG19 in feature extraction with extra 
layers devoted to classification. 

 
Fig. 6. Examples of dataset samples 

2.3. VGG19 - SVM (Soft Margin, RBF Kernel) Model 

The VGG19-SVM model combines the strength of SVM as a classification technique with the 
deep feature extraction capabilities of VGG19 from magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). This model 
is shown in Fig. 8. High-resolution patterns and features are extracted from brain tumor images using 
VGG19, a 19-layer deep neural network (Convolution + Pooling + Fully Connected), which 
eliminates the requirement for human feature construction. A SVM classifier then takes the role of the 
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conventional Softmax layer in VGG19. A Soft Margin SVM with an RBF kernel determines the best 
borders between several classes (Glioma, Meningioma, Pituitary, No Tumor). 

While the RBF kernel aids in handling intricate nonlinear interactions between extracted features, 
the soft margin technique permits some minor errors to be accepted, resulting in a more flexible model 
and improved generalization. The accuracy of this dual architecture (VGG19 + SVM) is frequently 
higher than that of softmax alone, particularly in challenging medical picture classification tasks where 
class distinctions are extremely fine. 

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

Fig. 7. Architectures of the initial VGG19-SoftMax with two visualizations [42] 

 
Fig. 8. VGG19 with SVM vector model for classification and feature extraction [43] 

2.4. Extraction of Features 

The MRI characteristics are extracted using VGG model variations. Features are crucial details 
pertaining specific task. Features for MRI image processing include an image's texture, shape, border, 
and intensity value. Only a small percentage of the vast number of variables in large datasets are 
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crucial for the given job. The separation of the most crucial information is known as feature extraction. 
In this instance, the retrieved features are the tumor's attributes, including its shape, area, and 
circularity. The fully linked layer of VGG models is used to extract the features. Because of its deep 
nature and use of the smallest receptive filters (3×3) with a stride of 1, we have chosen the VGG model 
for feature extraction. VGG19 offers a notable performance difference among the range of VGG 
models. 

2.5. Classification 

A Softmax layer was utilized in the last step of the classification process after the VGG19 
network was utilized as a tool to extract characteristics from brain MRI images. Each value indicates 
the likelihood that a picture belongs to a given class (e.g., glioma, meningioma, pituitary tumor, or no 
tumor). The Softmax layer converts the final network output into probabilities dispersed over four 
distinct brain tumor classifications. The model uses the highest probability value to choose the proper 
image class because the sum of these probabilities equals one. The second type of classification 
method used in the research is SVM. Since there is non-linear BT data in the form of MR images, we 
have chosen to apply non-linear SVM. The current paper has implemented SVM with soft edges to 
discuss every option for raising the categorization accuracy. To determine the final tumor 
classification, the non-linear SVM was fed with RBF the characteristics that were derived from each 
VGG model. Table 1 shows the hyperparameters for the VGG and SVM. 

Several values of the SVM regularization parameter C (1, 10, 50, 100) were empirically tested, 
and C = 100 provided the best validation accuracy and most stable decision boundaries. 
Dimensionality reduction techniques such as PCA were not applied because preserving the full 
spatially encoded deep feature representation yielded better class separability in preliminary trials. 
The high dimensionality did not introduce overfitting due to the sufficiently large dataset and the 
regularization behavior of the RBF kernel 

Table 1.  Hyperparameters for VGG19 and SVM (with RBF kernel) 

Model Hyperparameter Value / Setting 

VGG19 

Input image size 224 × 224 × 3 
Batch size 32 

Learning rate 0.001 
Optimizer Adams 

Epochs 100 
Dropout rate 0.25 (on fully connected layers) 

Activation function ReLU (hidden), Softmax (output) 

SVM 

Kernel function RBF (Radial Basis Function) 
Regularization (C) 100 

Gamma scale (or tuned via cross-validation) 
Decision function one-vs-rest (OvR) 

2.6. Performance Evaluation Metrics 

True positive (TP), true negative (TN), false positive (FP), and false negative (FN) are used in 
medical image processing and learning to assess the effectiveness of categorization models. A true 
positive is a model that properly and error-free detects an illness, meaning it correctly recognizes a 
competitor when one is present. The phrase "True Negative" describes situations in which the model 
correctly identifies the lack of a tumor when the image is genuinely benign, demonstrating the model's 
ability to prevent false positives. False Positives, on the other hand, occur when the model incorrectly 
identifies a benign image as having a tumor. Errors of this kind might cause patients to feel anxious 
and undergo needless examinations. 

Although false negatives are the most dangerous possible mistake, the model may mistakenly 
classify them as benign, missing a true illness and postponing diagnosis and treatment. Because they 
directly affect patient safety, lowering false negatives is much more crucial in medical applications, 
while lowering false positives helps the medical system function more efficiently by cutting down on 
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pointless testing. Metrics like accuracy, recall, and F1-score are commonly computed to assess a 
model's overall performance based on these ideas. These measures show how well the model balances 
preventing false alarms with detecting actual illness conditions. Fig. 9 show the confusion matrix 
parameters [44]‒[46]. 

 
Fig. 9. Confusion matrix parameters 

The parameters of the confusion matrix are discussed as follows:  

• TP (True Positive): The model detected the tumor when it was actually present. 

• TN (True Negative): The model confirmed that the case was benign when it was actually benign. 

• FP (False Positive): The model alerted to the presence of a tumor when the image was benign. 

• FN (False Negative): The model ignored the tumor and considered the case benign. 

The testing set was subjected to the trained model, and performance metrics were computed using 
the model's predictions. The study employed scoring measures. The following is how it depicts these 
measures: Sensitivity or recall was defined as the proportion of all affirmative groups that had the 
correct forecast. Increasing the sensitivity improved the performance of the trained model. 

 Sensitivity =
𝑇𝑃

𝑇𝑃 + 𝐹𝑁
 (1) 

A classification model's ability to identify negative cases was assessed using its specificity. A 
high specificity indicates that the model successfully identified negative cases and had minimal false 
positives. 

 Specificity =
𝑇𝑁

𝑇𝑁 + 𝐹𝑃
 (2) 

The precision metric assessed how well the model predicted the results for each class. The model 
performed better the more precisely it was instructed. 

 Precision =
𝑇𝑃

𝑇𝑃 + 𝐹𝑃
 (3) 

The F1-score was used to assess the model's accuracy in identifying pertinent elements without 
missing too many and without include irrelevant ones. The trained model performed better when the 
F1-score was higher. 

 F1 − score =
TP

TP+FP× TP
TP+FN

TP
TP+FP+ TP

TP+FN
 (4) 
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3. Results and Discussion 
3.1. Experimental Results  

The results from the suggested models are shown in this part, along with a discussion of their 
importance in relation to brain MRI classification. The objective was to assess how well the system 
was built to identify between four categories: glioma, meningioma, pituitary tumour, and no tumor. 
The training-validation procedure, model performance measures, and a comparison of the VGG19–
Softmax and VGG19–SVM (RBF) architectures are all included in the experimental evaluation. 

7023 T1-weighted contrast-enhanced MRI images, evenly distributed among the four categories, 
made up the dataset used for the tests. The VGG19 model's training and validation curves for accuracy, 
loss, precision, and recall are displayed in Fig. 10. A smooth convergence tendency was confirmed by 
the continuous improvement in accuracy and decrease in loss as the number of epochs grew. As 
confirmed by early stopping, the convergence points shows that the model successfully learnt 
discriminative features without exhibiting significant overfitting 

 
Fig. 10. Convergence of training and validation process: (a) Loss; (b) accuracy; (c) precision; (d) recall 

The models' categorization performance is shown by the confusion matrices in Fig. 11‒(a) and 
Fig. 11‒(b). The VGG19 model performed exceptionally well in the no-tumor and pituitary categories, 
both achieving 100% recall, with an overall accuracy of 97.1% (637/656). The majority of minor 
misclassifications were found between meningioma and pituitary, most likely as a result of 
overlapping visual patterns in MRI intensities. While VGG19 alone performed better in glioma and 
pituitary predictions, the SVM-RBF classifier performed slightly better in meningioma and no-tumor 
instances, achieving an overall accuracy of 97.4% (639/656). Fig. 12 illustrates the close performance 
of both models across all tumour types by comparing them in terms of precision, recall, and F1-score. 

VGG19 with Softmax demonstrated outstanding convergence and 27eneralization in numerical 
evaluation, achieving validation and testing accuracies of 98.40% and 97.80%, respectively. However, 
smaller or less varied datasets may reduce the model’s adaptability, increasing the likelihood of 
overfitting. In contrast, VGG19 with SVM (RBF) showed stronger 27eneralization on unseen data but 
slightly lower accuracy (97.4%). This is probably because the SVM’s regularization parameters (C 
and γ) better govern decision boundaries when data are scarce. While Table 2 lists the advantages and 
disadvantages of VGG19 and SVM RBF and comparison between them. 

(a) (b) 

(c) (d) 
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These results are consistent with previous research by Sajjad et al. (2019) and Latif et al. (2022), 
which also noted the advantages of integrating CNN feature extraction with external classifiers like 
SVM for better brain tumour diagnosis. In contrast to earlier research, our system uses structured 
augmentation and fine-tuning of VGG19's upper convolutional blocks, which increases stability 
across categories. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

Fig. 11. Analysis of the confusion matrix: (a) VGG 19-SVM RBF model; (b) VGG 19 model 

 
                                    (a)                                                                  (b)                                                               

 
(c) 

Fig. 12. Comparison of VGG19 vs SVM RBF: (a) Precision; (b) recall; (c) F1-score 
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It is important to recognize certain limits in spite of these impressive outcomes. Initially, no cross-
dataset or external benchmarking was done; instead, the models were trained and verified on a single 
public dataset (Kaggle MRI). This can limit the data' applicability to different imaging techniques or 
scanner types. Second, the dataset still has a small amount of class bias that could compromise border 
precision even though data augmentation helped lessen imbalance. Third, the models' direct clinical 
use is limited since they are not intrinsically interpretable. Future research could improve 
interpretability and aid in radiological decision-making by utilizing explainable-AI technologies like 
Grad-CAM or SHAP. 

Table 2.  Comparison of VGG19 vs SVM RBF 

Model Validation  
Accuracy 

Test 
Accuracy Features Disadvantages 

VGG19 + 
Softmax 98.40% 98.40% 

- End-to-end training. 
- Stable accuracy and loss curves. 

- Confusion matrix shows the 
lowest error rate. 

- Less flexible if data 
changes. 

- May suffer from overfitting 
in small groups. 

VGG19 + 
SVM (RBF) 96.20% 97.80% 

- Robust performance even with 
limited data. 

- Clearer decision intervals between 
classes. 

- Leverage (C, γ) coefficients for 
control. 

- Slightly lower accuracy than 
Softmax. 

- Additional time is required 
to select the optimal 
parameters (tuning). 

 

The strong recall values are especially significant from a clinical standpoint since they lower the 
possibility of overlooking tumour instances, which is crucial for diagnostic applications. However, 
treatment choices may be affected by even small misclassifications between meningioma and pituitary 
categories, underscoring the necessity of ongoing feature sensitivity improvement. 

Overall, a fair trade-off between accuracy, generalisation, and computing economy was shown 
by combining VGG19 feature extraction with SVM (RBF) classification. The paper demonstrates that 
automated brain-tumor classification can be successfully supported by hybrid deep-learning 
architectures while preserving statistical and interpretative transparency. Table 3  shows the 
comparison between previous research in brain tumor detection using VGG with different classifier 
(softmax-SVM-ELM) the results of the current research 

Table 3.  Comparative analysis of related work in brain tumor classification 

Paper Model Used Classification Accuracy 
[47] VGG19 + ELM 97.90% 
[15] VGG19 94.58% 

[19] SVM 96.19% for HGG 
95.46% for LGG 

[20] AlexNet + SVM, 95.10% 
ResNet18 + SVM 91.20% 

[33] SVM(RBF) 97.60% 
SVM(Linear) 94.00% 

[34] K-means + ISVM 95.00% 

[21] 
VGG19 

SVM(RBF) 
SVM(Linear) 

95.90%, 
95.30%, 
95.60% 

Proposed  
approach 

VGG19-SoftMax 98.40% 
VGG19-SVM(RBF) 97.80% 

 

3.2. Error Analysis and Discussion 

The two classification pipelines exhibit different error patterns when the confusion matrices and 
class-wise findings are examined. The VGG19 + SVM (RBF) classifier showed the highest 
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misclassification rate between meningioma and pituitary tumors, whereas the VGG19 + Softmax 
model showed the most confusion between glioma and meningioma. Both classifier-specific decision 
behaviour and image-level similarities are consistent with these mistake tendencies. 

According to earlier research, gliomas and meningiomas can have similar morphological features 
and overlapping enhancement patterns on T1-weighted contrast-enhanced MRI, which can make it 
more difficult to distinguish between the two types. Similarly, it might be difficult to differentiate 
between meningiomas and pituitary tumors in feature space if they have similar intensity profiles or 
present in physically close areas. These conclusions are consistent with findings from previous studies 
on medical imaging, which show that CNN-based and SVM-based classification performance can be 
impacted by minute textural similarities. 

The increased glioma–meningioma confusion can be explained by the Softmax classifier, which 
was trained end-to-end using VGG19 and has a tendency to be sensitive to intra-class variability. On 
the other hand, margin-based separation is enforced by the SVM (RBF) classifier, which uses fixed 
deep features. this can improve robustness for some class boundaries but may shift the dominant errors 
toward categories where features cluster closely (e.g., meningioma vs. pituitary). 

The literature has suggested a number of approaches to deal with these class-specific difficulties. 
By emphasizing discriminative tumour locations, attention processes can dramatically reduce 
misclassification, according to recent research. CNNs in conjunction with attention modules were 
shown by Rasheed et al. to enhance the distinction between visually identical brain tumour kinds. 
Similarly, channel-wise attention improves fine-grained identification of tumours with similar 
intensity or texture patterns, according to a study published in BMC Medical Imaging (2024) [48]. 
Decision regions have also been visualized and the reasons for classification failures have been 
identified using explainable AI approaches, namely Grad-CAM. According to a 2024 PubMed study 
[49] using Grad-CAM with ResNet50, misclassifications often occur when the model concentrates on 
non-lesion areas or unclear borders. Furthermore, as mentioned in a recent MDPI study, hybrid 
architectures that combine CNN feature extraction with SVM decision boundaries are also being 
investigated; nevertheless, these models may still have trouble with class overlap when the feature 
vectors are adjacent to one another in high-dimensional space [48]‒[50]. 

Future research could examine a number of enhancements based on these insights:  

1) Using ROI-focused training or attention methods to highlight tumor-specific areas [51]. 

2) Improving feature selection and data preparation using Grad-CAM-based interpretability [52]. 

3) Applying class-aware training techniques, such as targeted augmentation or focal loss for often 
confused classes 

4) Investigating ensemble or hybrid decision procedures that combine the complimentary 
advantages of SVM and Softmax classifiers [48]. 

In conclusion, the intrinsic performance of the corresponding classifiers as well as anatomical 
commonalities among tumour classifications are responsible for the observed error patterns. 
Misclassification of closely related tumour types may be greatly decreased by addressing these 
problems through targeted model improvements. 

4. Conclusion and Future Work 
Two VGG19-based architectures for automated brain tumour classification using magnetic 

resonance imaging (MRI) were designed and assessed in this study. While the second model combined 
VGG19 features with an SVM classifier utilizing an RBF kernel, the first model used a VGG19 + 
Softmax structure. Throughout the training, validation, and testing stages, both models showed 
excellent and consistent performance. In particular, the VGG19 + Softmax model demonstrated high 
learning capabilities and continuous convergence on the provided dataset, achieving validation and 
testing accuracies of 98.40%. Similar results were obtained by the VGG19 + SVM (RBF) mode 
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achieved performance with validation and testing accuracies of 96.20 % and 97.80 %, respectively, 
benefiting from the SVM’s flexibility in handling nonlinear class boundaries through regularization 
parameters (C, γ). 

These results suggest that the VGG19 + Softmax model, which offers somewhat greater overall 
accuracy, is better when there is an abundance of well-distributed training data. On the other hand, 
when data are scarce or diverse, VGG19 + SVM (RBF) provides a more flexible and reliable solution 
while preserving a balance between interpretability and accuracy. These findings demonstrate that 
MRI-based tumour identification can be improved by combining convolutional feature extraction with 
kernel-based classification. 

Even with the positive results, there are still restrictions to be aware of. A single public dataset 
(Kaggle MRI) was used to train and assess the models, which might not have captured variances from 
various MRI scanners or acquisition techniques. Additionally, even though data augmentation 
lessened imbalance, a little amount of class bias still exists, which could affect border precision. Model 
interpretability is another drawback; deep neural networks' "black-box" characteristics can make 
clinical validation more difficult. Translating the models into real-world healthcare settings will 
require addressing these issues. 

Future implementation of such systems must guarantee patient privacy, secure data management, 
and compliance with institutional data governance frameworks from an ethical and practical 
standpoint. Instead of acting as independent diagnostic agents, AI-assisted tools ought to function as 
decision-support systems that enhance rather than replace radiologists' knowledge. 

The VGG19 + Softmax model showed marginally better accuracy within the parameters of the 
two pipelines assessed in this work, whereas the VGG19 + SVM (RBF) model showed more flexibility 
in decision-boundary control. These results are exclusive to the experimental configuration and do not 
rule out the possible benefits of more modern topologies like ResNet or DenseNet. 

Based on the study's results and existing constraints, a number of areas are suggested for further 
research. To increase the generalizability of the model, MRI images from various sources will first be 
added to the dataset. Second, to enhance clinical interpretability and visualize feature importance, 
explainable AI methods as Grad-CAM and SHAP will be investigated.  
 Third, the system can be made more dependable for medical decision-making by including 
uncertainty quantification techniques to provide confidence levels for every prediction.  
In order to balance accuracy, flexibility, and resilience in real-world scenarios, hybrid ensemble 
architectures that combine VGG19 + Softmax and VGG19 + SVM (RBF) in a single framework will 
be examined. 
 

List of Abbreviations 
VGG19 VGG19 is a deep convolutional neural network (CNN) that was developed by the Visual 

Geometry Group at Oxford University. 19 represents the 19 layers.  
SVM  Support Vector Machine. 
RBF Radial Basis Function. 
AWS Amazon Web Services.  
CNS Central Nervous System. 
MRI Magnetic Resonance Imaging. 
CNNs Convolutional Neural Networks. 
ReLU Rectified Linear Unit. 
BT Brain Tumor. 
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